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St Brandon’s 15.1.17; Epiphany 2 
John 1: 29-42 
Come and See 

 

INTRODUCTION: COME AND SEE 
 

I’ve been having those conversations we often do at this time 
of year: you know the kind, when you see someone for the first 
time in the new year, and ask each other how your Christmas 
was. It may have been good, blighted by a badly timed cold, or 
affected positively or negatively by children or parents who 
stayed either too briefly or too long. You know those 
conversations.  
 
I’ve never had one that went like this: 
 
Imagine you saw a friend and she asked, “How was Christmas, 
then?” 
 

You say: “Fine; a little quieter than usual. You?” 
 

 “It was amazing; just great; loved it.” 
 

 “Oh – well, wow!” You say. “Why so good?” 
 

 “It’s a family thing; we just have a great time together – we 
always invite friends along too, and it’s good.” 
 

You look a little baffled. Your friend adds:  
 

 “Well, why don’t you join us next year? You’d be welcome.”  
 
We’d be surprised by that discussion because, well, partly, 
people are rarely quite so positive about their family. Some 
have great families and great times together. For some, it’s 
more complicated. And we don’t often get invitations into 
people’s families in quite that way. So, no – I’ve never had a 
chat like that.  
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1. JESUS: COME AND SEE 
 

Our gospel reading featured invitations. John the Baptist had 
identified Jesus of Nazareth as the long-awaited Saviour, and 
started telling his followers: “Look at him – that’s the Lamb of 
God!” 
 
Two disciples heard this and started following Jesus. Jesus 
asked them what they were looking for; they asked where he 
was staying, and he said, “Come and see.” 
 
John doesn’t name one of the disciples, which leads some to 
suggest it was him, John. He does tell us the time of day – 4.00 
pm – very specific. We often remember where we were and 
when at life-changing moments. Perhaps John did.  
 
The other disciple was Andrew, Simon soon-to-be-called-
Peter’s brother. Andrew went off to invite Simon to join them.  
 
Simple little story. Why does John include this in his gospel?  
 
Well, it’s when these three disciples meet Jesus, the beginning 
of their journey with him. They start by literally following him, 
with their feet, down the street; it leads to them following him 
with their lives, down the years.  
 
But it’s not only history, information on how they met Jesus. 
It’s a model, an example, a picture of how others might too: by 
invitation. Jesus, says, “Where do I live?! Well, come and see!” 
Andrew then goes to get Peter: “Come and meet this man, 
Jesus.” 
 
Next day, we find Jesus inviting another person, Philip, to 
follow him. Philip goes to find his friend Nathaniel, who’s a bit 
dubious. “He’s from Nazareth? You’re kidding. It’s a dump. Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?”  
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Philip replies ... “Come and see.” Now, who did he learn that 
line from? Jesus. John is showing us a simple pattern of 
invitation: Jesus invites people to know him, “Come and see,” 
and teaches them in turn to invite others to discover him: 
“Come and see.”  
 
That’s John’s message, through telling the story. 
 
 
2. HOW SHALL PEOPLE COME TO CHRIST TODAY? 
 

Now my question is, simply: how will people hear Jesus’ 
invitation today?  
 
This is how five of Jesus’ first disciples began their journey. How 
will this happen today, for new disciples?  
 
Now, it can happen in many ways; God can be pretty creative. 
Sometimes people randomly pick up a Gideon’s Bible in a hotel 
room, and God speaks directly to them. But it’s quite rare.  
 
Or, if you happen to be star actor Andrew Garfield – he’s been 
in Spider Man and The Social Network – then it might be 
through a film role: Garfield plays a Jesuit missionary to Japan 
in the new Scorsese film, Silence. To prepare for the role he 
completed 31 days of retreat, following the Ignatian spiritual 
exercises. When asked if this had been hard, he said: “What 
was really easy was falling in love with this person, falling in 
love with Jesus Christ. That was the most surprising thing.” 
 
So Christ can call in curious ways. But the thespian on retreat 
pathway is, again, on the rare side. For most people, how will 
they hear a call to follow?  
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Most of us here, I’m guessing, but research backs me up, heard 
that call when we were young, conveyed to us through a 
traditional pattern: we were perhaps baptised, then brought to 
church and Sunday School, and we stuck.  
 
Most of our peers did not stick, although many of them were 
introduced to the call of Jesus in the same way. Somehow it 
worked for us, not them. Some of us also went away for a while 
then came back. It’s true that some come back when they bring 
children of their own for baptism; true, and great; but the 
statistics are that a tiny percentage of those who today bring 
children for baptism then bring themselves – and those 
children – back on any regular basis, to continue sharing the 
journey. It’s good to welcome people, and to respect their 
reasons for wanting baptism, but if this was the major plank in 
our strategy for helping people hear the call of Jesus, it’s 
manifestly not working. We need to be realistic about that. 
 
Now, I realise some may be thinking, “But, hang on, you don’t have to go 
to church to be a Christian, do you?” Well, to be a Christian you do have 
to belong to the church – the church is the body of Christ; and it’s hard 
to belong to this body in separation from it; how many of your vital 
organs or limbs live disconnected from the rest of you?  
 

So, the point is, most of Jesus’ followers today started out as 
kids, and were raised within the church. Now, that does still 
work for some. But the numbers even getting this start, let 
alone continuing, are a fraction of those who did 50 years ago. 
So, that’s my question: how will people hear Jesus’ call today?  
 
 
3. US, THE CHURCH: COME AND SEE 
 

We have for generations largely relied on people growing into 
faith through a childhood including church. The world has 
changed, and it looks like that just won’t be enough on its own.  
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So that could mean ... we start going round door to door in 
Brancepeth? Vivienne Lowe knocked at my house yesterday at 
exactly the time I was writing this bit of the sermon, collecting 
subscriptions for Community Association membership. I came 
back to the laptop and just imagined adding another option to 
the list.  
 
Would I like to be a Community Association Member? Yes.  
Garden Club? OK.  
Join the village Film Club?  
And ... consider a personal faith in Jesus Christ?  
 
Annual sub of £25 for the first three, please, and total lifelong 
commitment for the fourth. Lovely.  
 
I don’t think that’s going to happen, actually. And I don’t think 
it would help.  
 
Or we could head down to the Golf Club with my guitar and a 
couple of tambourines and stand outside singing hymns to the 
punters coming and going. Not really our style.   
 
But we do need to find ways to help people today consider 
what Christian faith is really all about. Many people think they 
know and have tried it, but actually have not encountered 
grace, grace – the undeserved, unreserved welcome of a loving 
God. The God they don’t believe in, Christian don’t believe in 
either! The God we know in Christ, they actually do not know 
about.  
 
How can we help them hear the real call of the real Jesus?  
 
I don’t think we’ll be door-knocking or tambourine banging. But 
we need to find ways of saying, “Come and see” – come and 
see what it’s actually like to have this faith, to be able to pray 
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when I’m perplexed, to belong to a community who care about 
each other.  
 
In doing that, we open the doors of the church to people, 
metaphorically as well as literally. We are shy about it, just like 
we’d be surprised if someone told us Christmas round at their 
house was great, and would we like to join in? But we need to 
find ways we are confident in to ask people to come and see.    
 
So, for example, this afternoon Messy Church meets. We have 
worship songs, a Bible story, crafts on that theme, and we eat 
together. It’s a huge amount of effort, especially by Liz and 
Gillian, but by the whole team too. Is it worth it? Well, about 
the same number of people come to Messy Church as to this 
service, but mainly children and parents who don’t come here. 
It is a way of saying, “Come and see” what faith might really be 
about; we open the door a bit wider.  
 
Tonight, Youth Club will have a ridiculous party with fancy 
dress, food and games themed on the letter “O”. Amidst the 
games, Jesus will get a mention – and this will be the only 
contact a number of teenagers have with people who believe 
and are willing to try to share that. Come and see, we say, while 
the leaders injure themselves playing games! 
 
Sunday School are meeting now, as they do most Sundays. It’s a 
way of making it possible for children – and therefore their 
parents too – to come and see who Jesus might be. I’ll say more 
at the end, but if we are going to continue running Sunday 
School, we now need more leaders. We don’t have to run it, 
but if we don’t the door is less open.  
 
 
4. TALKING JESUS: COME AND SEE 
 

And there may be other ways too.  
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One example: on Saturday 4th March there’s a jazz concert 
here. Mainly a social gathering, around some music. But this 
time we have a visitor, one of the team of Bishops who’s 
coming to the diocese that weekend, who will speak – nothing 
heavy, just trying to making connections between music and 
faith, and making connections is so important in trying to help 
people see what faith really is about.  
 
What we hope is that many of us here will come, but also bring 
friends – the tickets won’t be expensive, to make that possible. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 

You might wonder what this business of asking people to 
“Come and see” really has to do with you. Wasn’t that the job 
of the disciples? Yes, and it is now. Who are the John, Andrew, 
Simon, Philip and Nathaniel of today? They are us, us all, Jesus’ 
followers. 
 
In today’s prayer after communion, we will pray:  
 

God of glory, 
you nourish us with your Word 
who is the bread of life: 
fill us with your Holy Spirit 
that through us the light of your glory 
may shine in all the world. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
It’s a bold prayer, asking God to shine the light he shone in our 
hearts, through us to others. But that is the foolishness of our 
perfectly wise God, choosing to work through his followers, 
both individually but also as a church. The as a church part 
matters here, because we invite people not just to a set of 
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philosophical beliefs, but to belong. This is something we really 
can only do together.  
 
He wants us to be able to say, not: look at how great we are; 
yes, Christianity is for good people like us.  
 
No, but instead: faith really matters to us; it’s precious; it’s not 
about anything we’ve done – it’s a gift; and we’re not quite sure 
how to share why it’s so important to us, but why not come and 
see.  
 
John wrote his gospel to show us to learn to pass on the 
invitation to “Come and see”. We need to learn more about 
how we can do that.  
 
 
 

 
 
 


